
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Municipal District of Bray held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, 
Bray on Tuesday 10

th
 April 2018 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillor Joe Behan,  

Councillor Christopher Fox 
Councillor Steven Matthews 
Councillor Oliver O’Brien 
Cllr Michael O’Connor 
Councillor John Ryan 
Councillor Brendan Thornhill 
Councillor Pat Vance 
 

Also present:    Mr. Des O’Brien, Director of Services 
Mr. David Forde, District Administrator 

    Mr. Stephen Fox, Executive Engineer 
    Ms. Triona Irving, Administrative Officer 
 

Absent      
 

Apologies:    Mr. Liam Bourke, District Engineer 
 
 
A Vote of Sympathy was extended to the families of Charlie Gray and Lily Roe who recently passed away.  A 
minute’s silence was observed, as a mark of respect. 
 
 

1. Confirmation of Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting dated 6
th

 March 2018. 

Councillor Matthews proposed confirmation of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Municipal District of 
Bray dated 6

th
 March 2018 and Councillor Behan seconded the proposal. 

 
2. To a Presentation on Community Grants 

The members received the following presentation from Theresa O’Brien and Deirdre Whitfield, Wicklow County 
Council. 

This is a suite or package of supports that recognizes the need for new ways of engaging people and 
empowering community and voluntary groups to ensure the sustainability of towns and villages.  
It recognizes that in small towns and villages, community development is not just social development. It is also 
economic development. This recognizes the need for a more holistic approach where social, community, 
economic and business are part of the same development process. 

The Information given on the funding schemes are based on the schemes in 2016 and 2017. 2018 schemes have 
yet to be announced. The schemes are run by the Department of Rural and Community Development. Please 
note: There may be changes to the amount of schemes, the criteria, times etc. Decisions on funding 
allocation are made by the Department, not Wicklow County Council. 

Factors have been identified that lead to success for turnaround towns and villages. These are: 
A coherent approach that maximizes the use of a comprehensive package of tools and supports rather than a 
piecemeal approach. Define your area and what it can offer. Have a story – clarity of history and purpose allows 
residents to articulate their areas raison d’etre creating a shared positive narrative. You can see a lot by 
observing. The best way to turn an area around is to take a close look at what works and what doesn’t. Take into 
account how people use a place and all the different uses that are involved. A great place offers many uses and 
they add up to more than the sum of its parts. 

Successful area improvement relies on engaged local citizens. Develop a vision, created by the people that live 
there and translate that into a plan, a living flexible plan. Include as many as possible. Don’t be afraid to 
experiment or to modify or reset goals according to changing circumstances or opportunities. 

Take an asset based approach identifying physical, environmental and human/people assets. Define assets and 
opportunities, including the skills that people can offer. This will lead to innovative strategies that capitalize on a 



community’s competitive advantage. Take a pro-active and future oriented approach and define and address 
challenges.  
Identify the social and economic linkages between a town and its hinterland and specify means of improving 
these. Related to this is to explore opportunities for towns/villages to cluster together and work together to 
maximize opportunities, using complementary uses and offerings to meet the needs of residents, communities, 
visitors, businesses and entrepreneurs. This is especially important for the more vulnerable areas i.e. those less 
positioned to take advantage of development opportunities. This approach is called networked local development.  
Don’t underestimate the social and economic benefits of the public realm. Making a place more attractive to be in 
builds community pride, motivates a community and means that people are more likely to spend time and money 
there. 
Build partnerships, both locally within the community and externally with relevant organisations and institutions. 
There is a need for new alliances and approaches. This is about taking a holistic approach. The right partners will 
bring more resources, innovative ideas and new sources of energy.  
Little things can set the stage for big change – if only to prove to people that change is possible. If there is a 
motivated community they will have the creativity and the energy to overcome obstacles 
The bad news is you are never finished! 80% of the success of any good place is due to how well it is managed 
after the job is done 
Start now and be prepared. Timelines with these schemes are tight. Therefore: 

 Be prepared – Start now 
 Have a plan/projects 
 Commitment will be required 
 Get community buy-in 
 Get buy-in from relevant agencies e.g. Municipal Districts 
 Match-funding? 
 Leases? 
 Planning and procurement requirements? 
 Seasonal factors for outdoor work? 

 
LEADER 
The LEADER Programme in Wicklow has been supporting communities and businesses for the past 25 years. To 
date Wicklow has benefited from almost €16 million in LEADER funds amounting to some 632 community and 
business projects being supported throughout the county. The new LEADER 2015-2020 Programme is underway 
since 2016 with a budget in excess of €6 million being approved for County Wicklow. For information on LEADER 
funding contact Siobhan Mehigan, County Wicklow Partnership, smehigan@wicklowpartnership.ie 
 
For Community grants and LA 21 grants keep an eye on www.wicklow.ie  and local press for news of these and 
other funding schemes that can enhance your projects.  
 

The members raised the following points; 

 Three years ago an application was made in relation to the Town Clock which was refused.  
Landscaping works, Wayfinding Signs, we would be better advised to submit this again as part of 
a whole range of projects, not a stand alone project. 

 Residents Associations, what funding should they apply for? 
 RAPID, do all estates throughout Wicklow County Council qualify? 
 The application process is difficult for example LEADER, some are put off by the system. It is EU 

money/funded. 
 This has to be community driven from the ground up, how do we engage with the different 

groups? 
 We did not have many projects last year. 
 How many applications were received from Bray Municipal District last year, do you have an 

overall figure?  There seems to be a disconnection from the District, how do we improve the 
system? 

 
Resident Associations should apply for Community Grants it is too late to do so this year.  The Community 
Facilities fund has not been announced yet.  Only some estates qualify for RAPID.  We get groups through 

mailto:smehigan@wicklowpartnership.ie
http://www.wicklow.ie/


workshops.  Bray Municipal District had a bigger amount of applications than last year but still the lowest number 
of applications than other Districts.  The District Administrators are on the committee judging the applications,  
We notify members, advertise, put the information on the website, send out information through the PPN, I don’t 
know what the solution is to getting the information out to the public.  We will assist groups as much as possible 
 
Councillor Behan stated that the Bray Local Drugs Task Force coordinator has not been replaced and there has 
been no meeting in the HSE building since Christmas can we discuss this later. 

 
3. To Receive a Presentation from the Bray Harbour Action Group 

The members received the following presentation from the Bray Harbour Action Group JJ O’Dywer and Tony 
Foran. 
 

Bray Harbour Joint Development Committee: Who We are 

 

Organisation: Membership: 

Bray Adventures 500+ Participants Per Annum, 5 Instructors 

Bray Harbour Mooring Holders Assoc  75 Members 

Bray Sea Scouts 260 Scouts, 74 Leaders 

Bray Head Fishing & Social Club 250 Members 

Bray Sailing Club 200 Adults, 130 Juniors, 12 Instructors 

Bray Sea Anglers 50 Members 

Bray Veteran Kayakers 25 Members 

Bray Youth Services 350 Children, 5 Instructors 

Row-A-Round 25 Members 

Bray Municipal District  4 Representatives 

Bray Harbour Joint Development Committee Members 

Stephen Carvill  
5

th

 Wicklow Sea Scouts Bray  

Ger Crowley  Chairperson BHAG, also Row-A-Round  

Marc Devereux   Wicklow County Council  

Tony Foran  Bray Harbour Mooring Holders’ Association  

Paul Ivory  Wicklow County Council  

Ronan Laffan  Bray Sailing Club  



John McNulty  Bray Adventures  

Cllr. Steven Matthews  Bray Municipal District, Wicklow County Council  

Greg Mulvaney  Bray Head Fishing & Social Club  

Cllr. Pat Vance  Bray Municipal District, Wicklow County Council  

      

JJ O’Dwyer  Facilitator  

Mark Henderson  Secretary  

 
Our Harbour Today – A Major Amenity 

Casual Leisure Activities 
     

• Feeding the swans 
• Walking the pier and prom 
• Pier fishing 
• Boating 
• Stand up paddle boarding 
• Kayaking 
• Diving 
• Drinking coffee 

Businesses 
 

• Bray Adventures  
• The Harbour Bar 
• Dockyard No. 8 Café 
• The Harbour Trading Company  
• PEMCO 
• Bray Civil Defence 

Sporting Organisations 
 

• Bray Sailing Club  
• Bray Sea Scouts 
• Bray Sea Anglers 
• Bray Head Fishing & Social Club 
• Bray Boxing Club 
• Bray Skiff Rowers 
• Organised Sea Swims 

An average 800-900 people use Bray Harbour for water based activities every week in the summer season 
 
The Harbour’s Potential 
 

• A major amenity for all our community & visitors 
• A place for developing increasing variety of leisure activities 
• A leader in the provision of water sport/Leisure activities 
• A location for Significant commercial maritime leisure activity 
• Major tourist and visitor potential 
• A link between town, river and seafront 
• Maintain the existing diverse habitats and environment 

 
 
 



The Challenges 
 

1. Lack of protection from E/NE Gales: 
• Harbour unsafe for moored boats – many are leaving 
• No No for visiting boats 
• No No for commercial leisure activity 
• No No for developing tourism – visiting coastal cruises 

2. Lack of access to deep water: 
• No No for visiting deep draft boats/ Restricted access 
• No No for commercial leisure activity development 
• No No for developing tourism – EG visiting coastal cruises 
• Reduced Rescue capability 

3. Build up of sand deposit in harbour:  
• Reduced usability of moorings 
• Significantly reduced usability & safety of slipways.  

4. Lack of onshore facilities: 

 Reduced ability to attract quality commercial leisure activities 
 

The Choices 
 

A Rejuvenated Harbour 
that makes 

Bray An attractive Harbour Town 
OR 

Face Decline & Potential Dereliction of Harbour 
 

What is needed 
 

1. A protected harbour that retains its character 
2. A deep water channel in the river at north wall that provides pontoons /berths for easy 

access to the water at all times for all harbour users 
• Commercial marine related leisure activity 
• Deep water berths for say 10 visiting deep draft boats 

3. A berth for a coastal cruise passenger boat of up to 200 passengers 
4. Drying out moorings navigable 3hrs either side of HW 

• 140 for letting to harbour users 
• 5 for visiting boats 
• Pontoon for up to 5 short stay visitors  

 

Benefits 
 

General: 
• A Harbour Town 
• A high quality amenity for all :Local/Visitor Water user/Others 
• Harbour integrates with promenade and river 
• Easy inexpensive access to marine activity for all and increased number of harbour 

users 
• A major addition to the tourism infrastructure for Bray & County Wicklow 
• Potential for Harbour to be in use 365 day a year 
• Long term Protection  for Road, Railway/Railway bridge against easterly surge 

Economic: 
• Visiting coastal cruise boat (250 + passengers per week April-October= Additional 7,000 

visitors PA) 
• Visiting boats spend in local economy €120K per annum (6 per day for 150 days x 

€130)- See: Coolroute & Greystones figures 
• Visiting boats mooring fees €18,000 PA   
• 140 moorings at  €65,000 PA  
• Employment   (already  2 FTE & 22 Part time) 



Why do we think this is possible 
 
National/International Indicators: 

 Marine Recreation & Process of Rejuvenation of Small Ports & Harbours; 
 Arthur Martin , Brady Shipman Martin 2011 

 Wicklow Harbours Baseline Study for Wicklow County Council;  
 Cormac Gebruers, March 2016 

 The Economic Impact of the Marine leisure Industry on Cork Harbour;  
Coolroute, June 2017  
 
Marine Recreation & Process of Rejuvenation of Small Ports & Harbours (Brady Shipman Martin, 2011) 
 
Key Findings: 
The market for Marine Leisure activities:  

• In general, market demand for marine recreation has been increasing.  
• The domestic market for water–based tourism and leisure is worth about €380m per annum 
• Overseas visitors engaging in water–based tourism and leisure activities spend a further €110m each 

year  
Factors to consider in assessing the likely demand for marine recreation include:   
• Population levels and trends in an area   
• Trends in income levels, in particular disposable incomes   
• People’s propensity to engage in marine recreational activities,  
and the types of activities they engage in   
• The likely size of the overnight visitor market for marine recreational activities  
 
Bray Harbour Visiting Boat Market 
 
Locations     No of Berths   No of Moorings 

LLLocation  No of Berths  No of Moorings  

Malahide  350     

Howth  250     

Poolbeg  100  80?  

Dunlaoghaire  900     

Greystones  250     

Wicklow        

Clontarf*        

Total (local)  1850  430+  

Wales 

 Porthmadog* 

 Aberarron* 

 Pwllheli  

 Abersoch  

 Beaumaris* 

 Holyhead 

 Caernarfon 

 Port Dinorwic*  

 Conwy  

80 

420  

60 

120 

100 

450  

200+ 

50 

100 

100  

80 

150  

Total  (Wales)  1330  680  

 
Wicklow Harbours Baseline Study for Wicklow County Council 
(Cormac Gebruers, March 2016) 
 
 



Maritime Tourism Opportunity for Wicklow:  
• Significant opportunities for Wicklow's Harbours to both leverage off County Wicklow's existing 

tourism product and because of the scale of the maritime tourism offering potential in the 
Harbours themselves. 

 Maritime Tourism Opportunity for Bray : 
• Significant maritime leisure and recreational opportunities for the local economy. 
•  Strategically situated for leisure boat cruising 
• An important amenity for the growing local population and Dublin Metropolitan Area 
•  Strategically situated for sea-angling and related tourism 

 
The Economic Impact of the Marine Leisure Industry on Cork Harbour (Coolroute, June 2017) 
Key Findings: 

• The estimated total value of the Marine Leisure Industry in 2016 is approximately €10.94 million.  
• Cork Harbour has an annual resident capacity of 555 berths and 1035 moorings.  
• The Marine Leisure Industry provides 29 direct jobs and 290 indirect jobs.  
• Non-Cork Harbour residents contribute approximately €312,000 to the industry.  
• Average spend per visiting craft per night €130  Min €50  

 
Why do We think this is Possible   
 
National & Local Indicators: 

 Proximity to greater Dublin area market with easy access by public transport 

 Proximity to a potential visitor market of 2,500 + boats and indications of strong demand from 
cruising groups. Greystones Marina 1000 visiting boats & 3000 visitors 2014 

 Positive Discussions with Coastal cruise boat operator 

 Positive response from representative bodies for potential visitors ISA letter of support.  

 Evolution & Growth in the pay for play market 

 National and local indicators of growth in marine leisure activity. 10-12 Locations have increased 
their marine leisure infrastructure in the last 2/3 years (Recent approval for 52 Development & 
Repair projects across 13 Local Authorities)  

 Significant Increased demand for water sports locally including kayaking, sail training etc  

 Local expertise/capability to deliver marine related leisure activities 
 
Infrastructure Required & Cost Estimate 

Breakwater/Pier Extension: 

-20m x 11m  

Or -30m X 7m  

And – 2 x 50m River Walls   

Estimate: €800,000 

Deepening (to SW corner):  

To 300mm entire area  

Estimate: €25,000 

Pontoon Estimate: Length (m) 

Cost/m 

€750 - €,1000 



Pontoons 200 €150,000 - €200,000 

Gangway  €10,000 - €10,000 

Installation  €20,000 - €20,000 

Total:  €180,000 - €230,000 

 
Potential Funding Sources 

• Public Realm fund 
• Bray Development contribution Fund 
• Exchequer funding programmes 
• European Funding (e.g. Interreg/Life) 
• Sports grants  
• Mooring Revenue/local contribution 
• Visitor berthing fees 
• Borrowing 

 
Summary 

• Existing harbour walls are a huge asset that can be leveraged to provide excellent facilities at 
relatively low cost.  

• It will give easy/inexpensive access to marine leisure activities to everyone through pay for play 
operators and unrestricted use pontoons.  

• Creates a living harbour environment that retains the character of existing harbour 
• Improves Bray’s attractiveness to prospective employers/employees 
• Greatly enhances Bray’s emergency/rescue capability 
• Important piece of tourism infrastructure that can yield immediate benefits and links to other 

harbours & locations in Wicklow. 
• Stand Alone project that will complement any future development around harbour 

commercial/residential. It will put the Council in a strong position to seek significant development 
contributions from developers 

 
Next Steps 

• Undertake a Technical Feasibility study 
• Organisation to Drive Project 

 
Marine Recreation & Process of Rejuvenation of Small Ports & Harbours (Brady Shipman Martin 2011) 
 
Marine Leisure Market Elements: 

Active Water–based Pursuits  Passive Water–based Pursuits  

  

Pleasure Boating  Beaches and Coastal Recreation  

Sail Training  Visits to Islands  

Wind/Board Surfing  Coastal Passenger Boats/Pleasure Cruises  

Water Skiing  Inland Passenger Boats/Pleasure Cruises  

Scuba Diving  Aquaria  

Sea Angling  Maritime Museums/Interpretative Centres  

Game Angling  Nature Tourism  

Coarse Angling  Marine Mammal Watching  

Sea Kayaking  Marine Archaeology  

Canoeing  Coastal/Lake Touring Routes  

Swimming  Cruise Ships  



The members raised the following points; 

 Thank you for your presentation you are pushing an open door.  What was missing in the past 
was a plan and clear agreement of all the users but you have brought this together.  I am 
surprised at the cost of the harbour wall.  Is it feasible to build out further, have you looked into 
this or did you feel this was too ambitious.  The idea of having the piers lit is welcome and also 
the replica of the previous lighthouse. 

 This is the culmination of the committee who have working together for a year; it is a detailed 
presentation.  There was a Mooring Committee in place years ago but this drifted away.  This is 
the first time a realistic plan has been brought before the Council; this is a plan that can happen 
quickly.  It will be a fantastic asset to the town.  We have not put any money in this area for a 
long time, it is a wonderful opportunity. 

 This presentation is professional and well thought out; it is a win win situation in one of the best 
located towns in Ireland.  Water sports have come to the fore and are an asset to the health of 
the youth.  It will enhance the ambience of the area; this is the future of Bray. 

 This is a fabulous plan and cheap at the price with the benefits it will bring. 
 I am in agreement that this is the plan to proceed and want to see something positive happen 

with the harbour.  We as Councillors can also help you to apply for funding. 
 One of your strengths is that you got everyone on board.  It is important that the ethos remains 

with this project and includes young people across the entire town.  The Harbours Users 
Committee was not followed up over the years.  I support in principle your presentation but there 
are other projects being allocated money here tonight. 

 
The District Manager asked if there was any costing of the deep water channel maintenance. 
 
JJ O’Dwyer and Tony Foran responded that the brief is ambitious what we are looking at is the first steps and any 
development can only take place is protection is in place.  This is a wonderful opportunity for the people of Bray 
not an elite group. 
There is a series of sluice pipes which are self draining and self cleaning. 

 
4. To Receive the Housing Report 

The following report was circulated to the members. 
 
Oldcourt Energy Efficiency Works 
  
Works to the 9 dwellings in Tranche No.4 commenced on the 8

th
 January 2018 were completed on schedule. 

Works to the next tranche of dwellings has commenced. 
  
Kilbride Lane 
  
Tenders in relation to Kilbride Lane/Murphy's lands were assessed during December 2017. The lowest tenderer 
withdrew from the competition after they stated that they could not stand over their tendered price following a 
clarification request. The Councils appointed consultants have concluded their discussions with the second 
lowest tenderer, MDY Construction Limited, with a letter of intent having been issued on the 27th March. Subject 
to no objections being received within the 14 day standstill period it is envisaged that contracts will be signed 
during the week commencing Monday 16

th
 April 2018. 

 
87 O’Byrne Road 
 
Works for the construction of a 3 bed roomed detached dwelling on the lands adjacent to No.87 O’Byrne Road 
commenced in November 2017, the scheduled completion date of the project is the second half of August 2018. 
Works are proceeding on schedule with the floor slab complete & construction of the rising walls having 
commenced. 
 
 
 

The members raised the following points; 



 Tenants are being charged for boiler maintenance service and not every boiler was serviced last 
year but people are being charged every week.  A new contractor has now been appointed by 
Wicklow County Council; bit by bit we are losing our housing function. 

 
Stephen Fox, Executive Engineer that there was difficulty with the performance of the contractor not all were 
serviced and the framework expired last year.  A new tender was carried out by Wicklow County Council and a 
task order will issue to the successful tender in the coming week.  Fassaroe will be targeted first and this will be 
progressed in the coming months.  It is difficult to get a precise schedule of works as tenants are not always able 
to keep appointments.  If you have any details of specific cases please forward them to myself and we can get 
the contractor to prioritise them.  The €2 supplement is value for money it provides maintenance services and an 
afterhours services. 
 
The Cathaoirleach Councillor Fox reminded the members that the housing needs assessment was being carried 
out at the moment, 800 were removed from the list the last time this was carried out. 
 
5. To receive a Report on Roads and Traffic. 

The members raised the following points; 

 I received a complaint from a member of the public who has limited sight that the audio is not 
working at Aldi, Vevay Road and Putland Road.  One person had a very near miss recently and 
when they contacted the Council they got no response. 

 There is a pothole at the Wilton which is dangerous. 
 

The District Manger stated that the pothole was repaired today. 
 

6. To Agree a Programme of Expenditure on Capital Works (Previously Circulated) 

The Cathaoirleach stated that we would begin with the original document as previously circulated to the 
members. 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox √  

Councillor Steven Matthews √  

Councillor Oliver O’Brien  √ 

Councillor Michael O’Connor √  

Councillor John Ryan √  

Councillor Brendan Thornhill  √ 

Councillor Pat Vance √  

Total 5 3 

 
The members raised the following points; 

 There are other ways of doing this; this money was paid because a shopping centre 
development was not provided on the Southern Cross.  From the Vevay across to Ballywaltrim a 
substantial amount of this money should be spent in this area because they were denied this 
facility.  Not just scrapes at the end of the night. 

 When this item was discussed at the meeting in Wicklow the members wanted to distribute the 
money all over the county.  I did not get the full support of all the members around this table.  In 
1994 €50,000 was paid for the lease of the Carlisle Grounds this money went to the Ballywaltrim 



Playing Fields and was matched by the Government.  There was no parochialism shown at that 
time and every person in the District is entitled. 

 We had to fight hard for the money to come to Bray. 
 Where did the criteria come from, how many Councillors sent in proposals? 
 There is no rhyme or reason why Councillor Projects should be dealt with first as they were sent 

in, this money should be spent for the people of Bray. 
 Everything needs to be looked at and we need to knock out some, omit what is not a priority. 
 I am completely opposed and we should have no decision until we get through all the proposals. 
 Are you trying to rush this through? 
 Putting this back another month will not improve the situation. 
 We have waited long enough 
 The Capital Levies have been sitting in the bank since Bray Town Council was abolished. 

 
The Cathaoirleach stated that he was seeking agreement tonight.  If we exceed the total at the end then we can 
readjust.  
 
At this point Councillor Ryan proposed a time extension to deal with this item and it was seconded by Councillor 
Vance. 
 
Bray Harbour Improvements Proposed Amount €180,000 

Councillor Vance proposed that the amount of €180,000 be raised to €200,000 and this was seconded by 
Councillor Matthews. 
 
Councillor Behan asked is Councillor Vance proposing €600,000 for a feasibility study?  Looking to ram this 
through tonight is unrealistic. 
 
Councillor Vance responded that the allocation was not just for the feasibility study but for other works as well, 
the harbour is a desirable project. 
 
Councillor Behan wished to place on record that he is not in favour of this proposal. 
 
The members voted as follows. 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox √  

Councillor Steven Matthews √  

Councillor Oliver O’Brien  √ 

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan √  

Councillor Brendan Thornhill  √ 

Councillor Pat Vance √  

Total 4 4 

 
The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote in favour of this proposal. 
 
Seafront Enhancement Scheme Proposed amount €105,000 
Councillor Matthews proposed €105,000 for the Seafront Enhancement Scheme and Councillor Ryan seconded 
the proposal. 
 
 



The members votes as follows. 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox √  

Councillor Steven Matthews √  

Councillor Oliver O’Brien  √ 

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan √  

Councillor Brendan Thornhill  √ 

Councillor Pat Vance √  

Total 4 4 

 
The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote in favour of this proposal. 
 
Blue Flag Proposed Amount €30,000 
 

The members raised the following points; 

 We won the Blue Flag after 20 years and we are doing our best to maintain it. 
 What about a shelter for the swimmers? 
 This could be included in the project and could also be included in the harbour project. 
 This would mean a total of €350,000 for the seafront, €950,000 including development levies.  
 The Blue Flag is desirable; a type of facility for swimmers was indicated in the Harbour Plan. 

 

Councillors Behan and O’Connor wish to record that they were against this proposal. 

Councillor Matthews proposed that €30,000 be allocated to the Blue Flag and Councillor Vance seconded the 
proposal. 

The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox √  

Councillor Steven Matthews √  

Councillor Oliver O’Brien  √ 

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan √  

Councillor Brendan Thornhill  √ 

Councillor Pat Vance √  

Total 4 4 

 
The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote in favour of this proposal. 
 
Old Par 3 Golf Course Amount Proposed €40,500 

The members raised the following points; 



 There is 17 acres, potential for an interpretative centre, a dog park, cross country running.  
€10,000 for a report on what are the potential uses. 

 The local residents might have strong views and we should incorporate a full consultation. 
 

Councillor Ryan proposed that the amount be reduced from €40,500 to €10,000 for a report on the potential uses 
and this was seconded by Councillor Vance. 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox √  

Councillor Steven Matthews √  

Councillor Oliver O’Brien  √ 

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan √  

Councillor Brendan Thornhill  √ 

Councillor Pat Vance √  

Total 4 4 

 
The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote in favour of this proposal. 
 
Signage and Wayfinding Project Amount Proposed €36,000 

The members raised the following points; 
 This is important, but it is a matter of priorities, we need facilities for children. 
 Signage is most important from the time you step into the town; directional signs and quality 

signage sets out a town.  It is a small sum of money and if I had my way I would add to it.  
Signage sets towns apart.  We fall down badly in this town. 

 From a tourism a fresh eye approach needs to be taken, we need clear and a type of sign that 
sets the town for example heritage type sign. 

 There is already €84,000 for this in development levies and we are putting in more. 
 There is alternative funding for other projects for example the NTA for Albert Avenue 

 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox √  

Councillor Steven Matthews √  

Councillor Oliver O’Brien  √ 

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan √  

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance √  

Total 5 3 



People’s Park Improvements Amount Proposed €60,000 

The members raised the following point; 
Can the money be split between Ballywaltrim Park and the People’s Park? 

 
Councillor Behan proposed the €50,000 be allocated €10,000 less than was proposed and with the proviso that a 
full public consultation takes place and the public are involved from the start. 
 
This was agreed by all the members. 
 
Analysis of Sporting Facilities in Bray District and to examine feasibility of new facilities amount proposed 
€10,000 

The members raised the following points; 

 I support this it benefits all in the town including children. 
 This is a waste of money, give the money to Ballywaltrim there are no toilet facilities and they 

can’t wash their hands.  We need to invest in people first. 
 The analysis would include deficits in the Ballywaltrim area. 
 We don’t need experts to tell us what we need. 
 We need a professional audit carried out in order to obtain grants. 
 I would urge you to look at the next column €50,000 in total for this study. 

 
Councillor Vance proposed an additional €10,000 to tease out what facilities we need in the town; all types of 
facilities and this was seconded by Councillor Matthews. 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox √  

Councillor Steven Matthews √  

Councillor Oliver O’Brien  √ 

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan √  

Councillor Brendan Thornhill  √ 

Councillor Pat Vance √  

Total 4 4 

 
The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote in favour of this proposal. 
 
Public Lighting Enhancements 
 
Quinnsborough Road 
Councillor Behan proposes that capital money be used and this was seconded by Councillor O’Connor 
 
Vevay Road 
Councillor Fox proposed that alternative funding be sourced and this was seconded by Councillor Behan 
 
These proposals were agreed by all the members. 
 
 
 



Landscaping Schemes  
Quinnsboro Road 
Councillor O’Connor proposed that this scheme be omitted and this proposal was seconded by Councillor Behan. 

The members raised the following points; 
 This is the town centre and would be money well spent; rates are generated in these areas.  In 

the past it has been the Quinnsboro Road and nothing has happened on the Florence Road. 
 €150,000 is excessive 
 The two main roads to service the Florentine Centre are the Quinnsboro Road and Florence 

Road; this is the core town centre. 
 
It was agreed to come back to this item. 
 
Albert Avenue 
It was agreed by all that alternative funding to found and to omit this proposal. 
 

Albert Walk 

The members raised the following points; 
 There are plans to take this area in charge. 
 It is an important walkway in Bray. 

 

Councillor Vance proposed to reduce the amount proposed from €45,000 to €30,000 and this was seconded by 
Councillor Matthews. 
 

Dargle River Walk/Swan River Walk/North Wicklow Walkways 

The members raised the following points; 

 There is an issue here with boundaries; I am not in favour of these figures. 
 This has been a long term policy of the Council, a lot of walkways have opened up in Wicklow, 

and these are highly important worthwhile projects. 
 Only in agreement with the landowners. 
 This would be money well spent from Oldcourt Castle down to the harbour. 
 Not against the will of the landowners. 
 We want to be fair. 
 Something that is doable we want to get the wording right. 

 
Councillor Ryan proposed that we proceed in consultation and agreement with the landowners and not against 
the will of the landowners and this was seconded by Councillor Matthews. 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox √  

Councillor Steven Matthews √  

Councillor Oliver O’Brien  √ 

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan √  

Councillor Brendan Thornhill  √ 

Councillor Pat Vance √  

Total 4 4 

 
The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote in favour of this proposal. 



Clock Tower Enniskerry Amount Proposed €30,000 
The Cathaoirleach clarified that there are no development levies available for this project but hopefully we can get 
the funding matched from the Town/Village Renewal Scheme. 
 
Councillor Behan proposed to allocated €30,000 for the Clock Tower Enniskerry as it is an iconic landmark and 
this proposal was seconded by Councillor Vance. 
 
Fergal Og’s Amount Proposed Amount €250,000 

The members raised the following points; 

 Sports Capital Funding is available and this is the appropriate funding stream. 
 I can’t support this when Ballywaltrim Park was planned it was specified that no single sport club 

would have exclusive use, it was a community facility.  I support every sporting club in the town.  
A sizeable amount of money has already been spent there.  We would need documentation to 
support this money.  This is a huge amount of money without any matching funding. 

 I also can’t support €35,000 for the Kilmacanogue Club. 
 A figure of €100,000 was also proposed to assist for the ongoing work with the pitches, it is not a 

question of ownership, no one is looking to own anything. 
 Everything on the list is worth mentioning, Ballywaltrim is a deprived area. 
 Where have these figures come from? 

 
Councillor O’Brien proposed allocating €250,000 to Fergal OG’s GAA and this proposal was seconded by 
Councillor Thornhill. 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan √  

Councillor Christopher Fox  √ 

Councillor Steven Matthews  √ 

Councillor Oliver O’Brien √  

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan  √ 

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance  √ 

Total 3 5 

 
Dog walking Park, outdoor seating, bins, dog fouling bins, outdoor Gym equipment and general maintenance of 

Ballywaltrim Recreational Park to assist the general public and in particular our senior citizens.  €100,000 

 
The members raised the following points; 

 There is funding being proposed by Wicklow County Council for dog parks this is the funding we 
should be pursuing. 

 I would like to see a location/plan. 
 If there is alternative funding available we should be going for it. 

 
It was agreed to come back to this item. 
 
 
 
 



Allotments/Community Gardens for the Old Court and Deer Park estates. € 80,000 

The members raised the following points; 

Councillor O’Brien proposed €80,000 for allotments in Oldcourt Estate and Deerpark Estates and this proposal 
was seconded by Councillor Thornhill 
 
Playground in Ballywaltrim Heights 
 

The members raised the following points; 

 It is shocking to see kids sitting around on cars in this area it would be safer to give them some 
space. 

 I disagree we spent a lot of money on an amenity on Schools Road; I would prefer to see this 
amenity maintained and upgraded.  There is only one green patch in Ballywaltrim Heights. 

 I agree we should target the money at our existing amenities. 
 It is a bad idea for a lot of reasons. 

 
Councillor O’Brien proposed that €80,000 be allocated to provide a playground in Ballywaltrim Heights and 
Councillor Thornhill seconded the proposal. 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox  √ 

Councillor Steven Matthews  √ 

Councillor Oliver O’Brien √  

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan  √ 

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance  √ 

Total 2 6 

 
Southern Cross upgrade of public realm, bins, lighting, seats and tree planting. €50,000 

The members raised the following points; 

 I would like to amend this amount to €180,000 for the upgrade of footpaths etc in the vicinity.  
This would address the fact that the residents were left without a shopping facility.  This should 
also include estates that back onto the Southern Cross Road.  We have to do something for this 
area. 

Councillor Behan stated that he would accept a compromise of €150,000 for to upgrade the Southern Cross 
Road area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan √  

Councillor Christopher Fox  √ 

Councillor Steven Matthews  √ 

Councillor Oliver O’Brien √  

Councillor Michael O’Connor √  

Councillor John Ryan  √ 

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance  √ 

Total 4 4 

 
The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote against this proposal. 
 
Small Astro turf pitch to meet the needs of the residents and all sporting groups in the Ballywaltrim area. 

€150,000 

The members raised the following points; 

 We should wait on the Sports Analysis Report. 
 There are other users of Ballywaltrim Park who may have different opinions on developing part of 

this area. 
 
Councillor O’Brien proposed that €150,000 be allocated to provide a small astro turf pitch in the Ballywaltrim area 
and Councillor Behan seconded the proposal. 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan √  

Councillor Christopher Fox  √ 

Councillor Steven Matthews  √ 

Councillor Oliver O’Brien √  

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan  √ 

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance  √ 

Total 3 5 

 
Crash barrier to be constructed at ‘Anna Curra’ Carrigoona Commons East amount proposed €5,000 

Councillor Behan stated that there was a river running alongside the boundary and it is a serious hazard. 
 
Councillor Behan proposed €5,000 for the construction of a crash barrier at Anna Curra, Carrigoona Commons 
East and this proposal was seconded by Councillor O’Brien. 
 
This was agreed by the members 



Signalled Pedestrian Crossing at Springfield Amount Proposed €5,000 
The District Administrator informed the members that this project was already provided for in the Discretionary 
Funding 
 
Councillor Behan stated that there was still an issue there. 
 
The members agreed that this project would be dealt with under the Discretionary Funding. 
 
Permanent base for Enniskerry Boxing Club and other Boxing Clubs in the District Amount Proposed €40,000 
Councillor O’Brien stated that there were terrific boxers in the District and these clubs need the facilities. 
 
Councillor O’Brien proposed that €40,000 be provided for to provide a permanent base for Enniskerry Boxing 
Club and other Boxing Clubs in the District and this proposal was seconded by Councillor Thornhill. 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox  √ 

Councillor Steven Matthews  √ 

Councillor Oliver O’Brien √  

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan  √ 

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance  √ 

Total 2 6 

 
Tidy Towns Bray, Enniskerry and Kilmacanogue Amount Proposed €50,000 to be divided among the groups. 
 

The members raised the following points; 

 This money would benefit the community and these voluntary bodies need the funds to continue 
the work.  They could put forward a 5 year plan and projects that would make a difference to the 
town.  They are doing the work that Local Authorities generally do. 

 We can’t allocate money to Kilmacanogue as there is not a Tidy Towns Committee in place. 
 Tidy Towns have contributed to the economic success of the town and they deserve support 
 We should acknowledge the work done by the Tidy Towns Committees. 

 
Councillor Vance proposed that €20,000 be allocated to Bray Tidy Towns and €10,000 be allocated to Enniskerry 
Tidy Towns and that the work is carried out on public property this proposal was seconded by Councillor Ryan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The members voted as follows; 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox √  

Councillor Steven Matthews √  

Councillor Oliver O’Brien  √ 

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan √  

Councillor Brendan Thornhill  √ 

Councillor Pat Vance √  

Total 4 4 

 
The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote in favour of this proposal. 
 
Up Grade of the road surface that was previously carried out in several estates amount proposed€150,000. 

Councillor Behan stated that this proposal is to deal with the badly surfaced estates that were carried out 2 years 
ago and the District Manager has stated that development levies cannot be used for this. 

 
Councillor Behan proposed that €150,000 be used to resurface the worst sections in the estates and this 
proposal was seconded by Councillor Thornhill. 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan √  

Councillor Christopher Fox  √ 

Councillor Steven Matthews  √ 

Councillor Oliver O’Brien √  

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan  √ 

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance  √ 

Total 3 5 

 
Civic Awareness Projects at Primary and Second Level Schools Amount Proposed €10,000 
 
Councillor Behan proposed that this money be use to promote civic awareness among your people and it could 
be spent over a 5 year period for example competitions and Councillor Fox seconded the proposal. 
 
The was agreed by the members. 
 
 



Kilmacanogue Pedestrian Crossing and Footpaths Amount Proposed €30,000 
The Cathaoirleach Councillor Fox stated that the recently installed car park is across the road from the school 
and the church and a signalled pedestrian would link them. 
 
Councillor Fox proposed that €30,000 be allocated for the Kilmacanogue pedestrian crossing and footpaths and 
this proposal was seconded by Councillor Behan. 
 
This was agreed by the members 
 
Roundabouts Amount Proposed €30,000 
Councillor Ryan proposed that €30,000 be allocated for the landscaping and upkeep of the roundabouts and this 
proposal was seconded by Councillor Vance 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox √  

Councillor Steven Matthews √  

Councillor Oliver O’Brien  √ 

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan √  

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance √  

Total 5 3 

 
Ledwidge Crescent Renewal Amount Proposed €2,000 
Councillor Ryan proposed that €2,000 be allocated for planting of the walkway opposite LIDL to stop graffiti in the 
area and this proposal was seconded by Councillor O’Connor 
 
This was agreed by the members 
 
Fassaroe Amount Proposed €10,000 
Councillor O’Connor stated that the playing field need significant work. 
 
The Executive Engineer stated that he had a meeting with the club and had arranged drainage and seeding of 
the pitches and other bits and pieces of work to be carried out. 
 
It was agreed by the members that this area would be assessed under the Sporting Facilities Report. 
 
Women’s Refuge Amount Proposed €30,000 
Councillor OConnor proposed that €30,000 be allocated to the Women’s Refuge stating that they do fantastic 
work and this was seconded by Councillor Behan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan √  

Councillor Christopher Fox  √ 

Councillor Steven Matthews  √ 

Councillor Oliver O’Brien  √ 

Councillor Michael O’Connor √  

Councillor John Ryan  √ 

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance  √ 

Total 3 5 

 
Kilmacanogue GAA Club House Amount Proposed €35,000 
Councillor O’Connor proposed that €35,000 be allocated to complete the interior of the Killmacanogue GAA Club 
House. 
 

The members raised the following points; 

 We have to be consistent so I can’t support this. 
 There are a host of clubs in the District and it would be unfair to pick one. 

 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan √  

Councillor Christopher Fox  √ 

Councillor Steven Matthews  √ 

Councillor Oliver O’Brien √  

Councillor Michael O’Connor √  

Councillor John Ryan  √ 

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance  √ 

Total 4 4 

 
The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote against this proposal 
 
Be Well Bray Amount Proposed €5,000 
Councillor O’Connor proposed that €5,000 be allocated to Be Well Bray and this proposal was seconded by 
Councillor Behan. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan √  

Councillor Christopher Fox  √ 

Councillor Steven Matthews  √ 

Councillor Oliver O’Brien √  

Councillor Michael O’Connor √  

Councillor John Ryan  √ 

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance  √ 

Total 4 4 

 
The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote against this proposal. 
 
A Plaque for the Fran O’Toole Bridge on both sides Amount Proposed €12,000 
Councillor Thornhill proposed that a revised amount of €5,000 be allocated for to install plaques on both side of 
the Fran O’Toole Bridge and Councillor O’Connor seconded the proposal. 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan √  

Councillor Christopher Fox  √ 

Councillor Steven Matthews  √ 

Councillor Oliver O’Brien √  

Councillor Michael O’Connor √  

Councillor John Ryan  √ 

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance  √ 

Total 4 4 

 
The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote against this proposal. 
 
Plaque for the Steenie Mulvey Walkway Amount Proposed Amount Proposed €5,000 
Councillor Thornhill proposed that a revised amount of €2,000 for a plaque for the Steenie Mulvey Walkway and 
this proposal was seconded by Councillor O’Connor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan √  

Councillor Christopher Fox  √ 

Councillor Steven Matthews  √ 

Councillor Oliver O’Brien √  

Councillor Michael O’Connor √  

Councillor John Ryan  √ 

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance  √ 

Total 4 4 

 
The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote against this proposal. 
 
Signs for Roundabouts Amount Proposed €15,000 
Councillor Thornhill proposed €15,000 be allocated for signage for the roundabouts and this proposal was 
seconded by Councillor O’Connor. 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox  √ 

Councillor Steven Matthews  √ 

Councillor Oliver O’Brien  √ 

Councillor Michael O’Connor √  

Councillor John Ryan  √ 

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance  √ 

Total 2 6 

 
Wyvern to be lit and surrounded by a railing Amount Proposed €15,000 
Councillor Thornhill proposed that €15,000 be allocated to light the Wyvern and surrounded it by a railing and this 
proposal was seconded by Councillor O’Connor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox  √ 

Councillor Steven Matthews  √ 

Councillor Oliver O’Brien  √ 

Councillor Michael O’Connor √  

Councillor John Ryan  √ 

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance  √ 

Total 2 6 

 
Benches on the Main Street Amount Proposed €10,000 
Councillor Thornhill proposed that €10,000 be allocated to provide benches on the Main Street and this proposal 
was seconded by Councillor O’Brien 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan √  

Councillor Christopher Fox  √ 

Councillor Steven Matthews  √ 

Councillor Oliver O’Brien √  

Councillor Michael O’Connor √  

Councillor John Ryan  √ 

Councillor Brendan Thornhill √  

Councillor Pat Vance  √ 

Total 4 4 

 
The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote against this proposal. 
 
Landscaping Scheme Quinsboro Road and Florence Road Revisited (Item previously discussed earlier in the 
meeting) 
Councillor Vance proposed that €57,000 be spent on landscaping on the Quinsboro Road and Florence Road 
and this proposal was seconded by Councillor Matthews. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox √  

Councillor Steven Matthews √  

Councillor Oliver O’Brien  √ 

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan √  

Councillor Brendan Thornhill  √ 

Councillor Pat Vance √  

Total 4 4 

 
The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote for this proposal. 
 
All Amendments and Proposals 
Councillor Ryan proposed that all amendments and proposals agreed tonight be adopted by the Council and this 
proposal was seconded by Councillor Vance. 
 
The members voted as follows 
 

 For Against 

Councillor Joe Behan  √ 

Councillor Christopher Fox √  

Councillor Steven Matthews √  

Councillor Oliver O’Brien  √ 

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan √  

Councillor Brendan Thornhill  √ 

Councillor Pat Vance √  

Total 4 4 

 
The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote for this proposal. 
 
 
7. To Adopt the Remaining Public Realm Expenditure. 

Due to time constraints this matter was not addressed. 
 
8. To Receive an Update on the Florentine Centre 

Due to time constraints this matter was not addressed. 
 
9. Notices of Motion 

Due to time constraints this matter was not addressed 

 



10. Correspondence 

There was no correspondence at this time 

 

11. Any Other Business 

Due to time constraints this matter was not addressed 
 

* * * * 
 
 
This concluded the meeting. 
 

  

Signed:  ______________________________________  

   CATHAOIRLEACH 
 
 

Signed:  ______________________________________   

   DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR 
 

Dated:  ______________________________________   


