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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Bray Town Council held in the Council 
Chamber, Town Hall, Bray on Tuesday 11th June 2019 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 
Present: Councillor Joe Behan 
 Councillor Rory O’Connor 

Councillor Grace McManus 
Councillor Dermot O’Brien 
Councillor Anne Ferris 
Councillor Steven Matthews 
Councillor Aoife Flynn Kennedy 
Councillor Melanie Corrigan  
 
 

Also present:   Mr. Thomas Murphy, Director of Services 
Mr. David Forde, District Administrator 

    Mr. Liam Bourke, District Engineer 
    Ms. Triona Irving, Administrative Officer 
 
 
 

1. Confirmation of Minutes of Annual General Meeting Dated 19th June 2018 
 

Councillor Steven Matthews proposed the confirmation of the minutes of 19th 
June 2018 and Councillor Joe Behan seconded the proposal. 
 
 

2. Election of Cathaoirleach 
 

Councillor Rory O’Connor proposed Councillor Steven Matthews as 
Cathaoirleach of Bray Municipal District for the coming year and Councillor 
Anne Ferris seconded the proposal.  This was agreed by all members. 
 
Councillor Steven Matthews was deemed to be elected as Cathaoirleach. 
 
The incoming Cathaoirleach, Councillor Steven Matthews made a speech 
thanking the Members for the honour of being elected as Cathaoirleach of Bray 
Municipal District.  He also thanked his wife and family for their continued 
support. 
 
He mentioned a number of areas that he would like to focus on during his time 
as Cathaoirleach and over the term of the Council, these included the provision 
of social housing, better public transport system for Bray, strategic planning, 
environmental issues such as tree preservation and retaining blue flag status 
for Bray beach, the harbour protection scheme, better walking and cycling 
facilities in Bray, a community port facility, provision of a dog park, provision of 
a skateboard park, improved community sports facilities. 
 
The incoming Cathaoirleach said that that he would like to develop stronger 
links with voluntary and community groups in Bray such as the tidy town group. 
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The Cathaoirleach said that he intends to stick to standing orders as this will 
lead to more productive meetings. 
 
The Members congratulated Cllr. Matthews on his election as Cathaoirleach of 
Bray Municipal District. 
 
 

3. Election of Leas Cathaoirleach 
 

The incoming Cathaoirleach, Councillor Matthews, then proceeded to call for 
nominations for the position of Leas Cathaoirleach of Bray Municipal District for 
the coming year.  
 
Councillor Matthews proposed Councillor Ferris for the position of Leas 
Cathaoirleach and Councillor O’Connor seconded the proposal.  
 
Councillor McManus proposed Councillor O’Brien as Leas Cathaoirleach and 
Councillor Behan seconded the proposal.  
 
The District Administrator called for a vote as there were two candidates 
proposed for the position of Leas Cathaoirleach. 
 

The members voted as follows; 
 

 Councillor 
Ferris 

Councillor 
O’Brien 

Councillor Joe Behan 
 

 √ 

Councillor Melanie 
Corrigan 

√  

Councillor Steven 
Matthews 

√  

Councillor Dermot 
O’Brien  

 √ 

Councillor Aoife Flynn 
Kennedy 

√  

Councillor Rory 
O’Connor 

√  

Councillor Grace 
McManus 

 √ 

Councillor Anne Ferris 
 

√  

 
Total 

 
5 

 
3 

 
Councillor Anne Ferris was deemed elected Leas Cathaoirleach of Bray 
Municipal District for the term 2019-2020. 
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4. To agree Standing Orders 

 
A copy of the standing orders was circulated to the Members prior to the 
meeting. District Administrator David Forde advised the Members of one 
change to the previous standing orders, a proposed new start time of 6.30pm 
for all Bray Municipal Meetings.  After some discussion by the Members it was 
agreed to accept the new start time but the decision would be reviewed after 
six months. A discussion took place regarding the possibility of increasing the 
number of meeting during the year. 
 
 
5. Code of Conduct for Councillors 

 
A copy of the code of conduct was circulated to the Members at the meeting. 
 
 
6. Procedure for Acceptance of Tenders 

 
The procedure for the acceptance of tenders was outlined to the Members. 
 
 
7. Appointment of 2 members to the Committee for the Special 

Amenity Area Order for Bray Head 
 

Councillor Matthews was appointed to Committee for the Special Amenity Area 
Order for Bray Head. 
 
Proposer : Councillor Behan 
Seconded : Councillor Flynn Kennedy 
 
 
8. Appointment of 1 Member to the Local Traveller Accommodation 

Consultative Committee 
 

Councillor Behan was appointed to Committee for the Local Traveller 
Accommodation Consultative Committee 

 
Proposer : Councillor Matthews 
Seconded : Councillor O’Connor 
 

 
9. Appointment of 2 members to Bray Area Partnership 

 
Councillor McManus and Councillor Flynn Kennedy were appointed to Bray 
Area Partnership 

 
Appointed. Councillor Flynn Kennedy 
Proposer : Councillor Corrigan 
Seconded : Councillor O’Connor 
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Appointed. Councillor McManus 
Proposer : Councillor O’Brien 
Seconded :Councillor Behan 
 
 
10. Appointment of 1 member to the Wicklow County Tourism Ltd 

 
Councillor Corrigan was appointed to Wicklow County Tourism Ltd. 
 
Proposer : Councillor Kennedy Flynn 
Seconded : Councillor Matthews 
 
 
11. Appointment of 1 member to the Board of Mermaid County Wicklow 

Arts Centre 
 

The appointments to this committee took place at the Wicklow County Council 
meeting. 
 
 
12. Appointment of 2 members to the Bray Local Drugs Task Force 

 
Councillor Ferris and Councillor O’Brien were appointed to Bray Local Drugs 
Task Force. 
 
Appointed. Councillor Ferris 
Proposer : Councillor Matthews 
Seconded : Councillor Flynn Kennedy 

 
Appointed. Councillor O’Brien 
Proposer : Councillor McManus 
Seconded : Councillor Behan 
 
 
13. Appointment of 3 members to the Bray Swimming Pool Committee 

 
Councillor Ferris and Councillor Flynn Kennedy were appointed to Bray 
Swimming Pool Committee 

 
Appointed. Councillor Anne Ferris 
Proposer : Councillor Matthews 
Seconded : Councillor Flynn Kennedy 

 
Appointed. Councillor Flynn Kennedy 
Proposer :  Councillor Matthews 
Seconded : Councillor Corrigan 
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14. Appointment of 1 member to Bray Tourism Ltd 
 

Councillor Flynn Kennedy was appointed to Bray Tourism Ltd 
 
Appointed. Councillor Flynn Kennedy 
Proposer : Councillor Matthews 
Seconded : Councillor Corrigan 
 

 
15. Appointment of 2 members to the Bray Harbour Joint Development 

Committee 
 

Councillor Matthews and Councillor Ferris were appointed to Bray Harbour 
Joint Development Committee 

 
Appointed. Councillor Ferris 
Proposer : Councillor Matthews 
Seconded : Councillor Flynn Kennedy 
 
Appointed. Councillor Matthews 
Proposer : Councillor Flynn Kennedy 
Seconded : Councillor Ferris 
 
 
16. Appointment of 3 members to the Greystones/Bray Cliff Walk 

Management Plan Sub committee 
 

Councillor Matthews, Councillor Corrigan and Councillor O’Connor were 
appointed to the Greystones/Bray Cliff Walk Management Plan Sub committee 
 
Appointed. Councillor Matthews 
Proposer : Councillor Flynn Kennedy 
Seconded : Councillor McManus 
 
Appointed. Councillor O’Connor 
Proposer :  Councillor Ferris 
Seconded : Councillor Matthews 
 
Appointed. Councillor Corrigan 
Proposer : Councillor Flynn Kennedy 
Seconded : Councillor Ferris 
 
 
 
17. To agree nominated Members to sign on behalf of the 

Cathaoirleach 
 
The members agreed that any one of the members can sign on behalf of the 
Cathaoirleach. 
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18. To approve Schedule of Meetings for July 2019 to June 2020 
 
 

Schedule of Meetings for Municipal District of Bray 
July 2019 to June 2020 

 

Ordinary Meeting 

9th July 2018  

3rd September 2018 

1st October 2018 

5th November 2018 

3th December 2018 

7th January 2019 

4th February 2019 

3th March 2019 

7th April 2019  

12th May 2019 

16th June 2019+ 

 
+  Will also incorporate Annual General Meeting. 

 
The schedule of meetings for July 2019 to June 2020 were unanimously 
agreed and adopted by the Members 
 
 
19. Any Other Business 
 
The Members paid tribute to Katie Taylor on her recent achievement of 
becoming the undisputed professional world Boxing Champion. The Members 
felt that it would be appropriate to commemorate Katie’s phenomenal 
achievements with a statue or an artistic feature in the town.  The renaming of 
Ballywaltrim sports campus to the Katie Taylor sports campus was also 
discussed. It was agreed that any commemoration should be carried out only 
after consultation and agreement with Katie and her family. 
 
The Members highlighted the poor quality of the grass cutting services in some 
housing estates in Bray such as Ballywaltrim Heights and Glenthorn. They 
asked that the contract be reviewed so that a better quality of service could be 
provided. 
 
The Members raised an issue with work being carried out a development at 
Kilgarron.  Work is being carried out outside the working hours that were 
agreed as part of the conditions of their planning.  
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A discussion took place regarding the Electoral Boundaries in Bray and how it 
led to some confusion during the local elections. District Manager Thomas 
Murphy advised that any proposed changes would have to be made by 
submission to the relevant Government Department. The Members also 
expressed their concerns at the number of people that were omitted from the 
Register of Electors. 
 
District Manager Thomas Murphy addressed the meeting to congratulate the 
Members on their success at being elected to Bray Municipal District and to 
Wicklow County Council. He also congratulated Cllr. Steven Matthews and Cllr. 
Anne Ferris on their election to the offices of Cathaoirleach and Leas 
Cathaoirleach of Bray Municipal District respectively. 
 
 
This concluded the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:  ________________________________  
   CATHAOIRLEACH 
 
 
 
Signed:  ________________________________  

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 
 
Dated:  ________________________________  
 


